
Continuous Learning Assignment #1, #2    Name: ______________________________ 

A. The Declaration of Independence        July 4, 1776  
 

The Declaration of Independence was written by Thomas Jefferson and signed by representatives of the 

thirteen colonies under the words, "with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we 

mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor." It was a courageous thing 

to do, because the signers were defying British rule. The Declaration did the following:  

It explained the purpose of government:  
"All men are created equal" and have certain unalienable rights such as "life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness."  
Government receives from the people the right to govern, and the people expect the 

government to respect their rights.  

If the government does not protect the rights of the people, the people have the right to 

"alter (change) or abolish" the government.  

It gave the reasons for separating from England in the form of a list of grievances (complaints) against 

the English King George III. Among them were:  

The refusal to give the colonies representation in (to have a voice in) the British 

government.  

The leveying of unfair taxes against the colonies.  

The quartering of British troops among the colonists.  

It formally declared the colonies free and independent states. 

 The Declaration of Independence was a letter to the world, not a law. It established the United 

States’ philosophy of government but didn’t create it. 

 

1. ______ The word DECLARATION means  

A. a formal statement or document.  

B. a holiday ornament.  

C. narrative writing.  

D. a petition. 

 

2. ______ The SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE took place on  

A. May 1, 1789  

B. July 4, 1876  

C. April 8, 1865  

D. July 4, 1776  

 

3. ______ A GRIEVANCE is another word for  

A. sorrow.  

B. complaint.  

C. a sympathy card.  

D. circumstance.  

 

4. ______ The word INDEPENDENCE means  

A. the same thing as interdependent.  

B. freedom from outside control.  

C. indigent dependents.  

D. deciding which laws to obey.  

 

5. ______ ENGLAND UNDER GEORGE III was a  

A. republic.  

B. monarchy.  

C. democracy.  

D. dictatorship.  
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6. ______ The word DEFY means to  

A. execute.  

B. dishonor.  

C. stand up to.  

D. disown.  

 

7. ______ The colonists complained about all of the following EXCEPT:  

A. quartering British troops in their homes  

B. unfair taxation  

C. forbidding worship on Sunday  

D. refusing to allow colonial 

representation in Parliament  

8. ______ The word UNALIENABLE  

A. means cannot be permitted in public places.  

B. means cannot be allowed to enter the country.  

C. means cannot be legally taken away.  

D. describes a person who cannot vote. 

 

9. ______ To agree MUTUALLY means to  

A. make an independent judgment.  

B. agree partially.  

C. be in agreement together.  

D. agree conditionally 

 

 

10. ______ The word ALTER is best described as meaning  

A. part of a church or other religious 

structure.  

B. to change.  

C. to vandalize.  

D. to bring down.  

 

11. ______ The DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE was written by  

A. George Washington.  

B. a constitutional convention.  

C. Thomas Jefferson.  

D. the Second Continental Congres

 


