
 1.  The Giver by Lois Lowry 

The list author says:  

  
"Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of 
memories shared by only one other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about 
his perfect society."  

 

 

 

 2.  Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry 

The list author says:  

  
"Lame and suddenly orphaned, Kira is mysteriously removed from her squalid 
village to live in the palatial Council Edifice, where she is expected to use her gifts 
as a weaver for the Guardians."  

 

 

 

 

3.  Among The Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

The list author says:  

  
"In a future where the Population Police limit a family to only two children, Luke 
has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until he 
meets another hidden third child."  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 4.  The Girl Who Owned A City by O. T. Nelson 

The list author says:  

  
"When a plague sweeps over the earth killing everyone except children under 
twelve, ten-year-old Lisa organizes a group to rebuild a new way of life."  

 

 
 

t 
 

 

 5.  Z for Zachariah by Robert C. O'Brien 

The list author says:  

  
"Seemingly the only person left alive after a nuclear war, a sixteen-year-old girl 
is relieved to see a man arrive into her valley until she realizes that he is a tyrant 
and she must somehow escape."  

 

 

 

 6.  Shade's Children by Garth Nix 

The list author says:  

  "In a savage postnuclear world, four young fugitives attempt to overthrow the 
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bloodthirsty rule of the Overlords with the help of Shade, their mysterious 
mentor."  

 

 

 

 7.  The Last Book In The Universe by Rodman Philbrick 

The list author says:  

  
"After an earthquake has destroyed much of the planet, an epileptic teenager 
nicknamed Spaz begins the heroic fight to bring human intelligence back to the 
Earth of a distant future."  

 

 

 

 8.  The Copper Elephant by Adam Rapp 

The list author says:  

  

"In a world where children under twelve are used as slave labor in subterranean 

mines, an eleven-year-old girl tries to survive the continuous poison rains and 
evade the ruthless Syndicate Soldiers."  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 9.  Welcome to the Ark by Stephanie S. Tolan 

The list author says:  

  
"When four child prodigies transfer from a center for research and rehabilitation 
to an experimental group home, they face another way of connecting with their 

increasingly violent and troubled world."  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 10.  The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 

The list author says:  

  
"In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the 
young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire 
nestled between Mexico and the United States."  

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 11.  Off the Road by Nina Bawden 

The list author says:  

  "In 2040, eleven-year-old Tom follows his grandfather through the Wall and into 
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the forbidden Wild, where they seek to find his grandfather's boyhood home."  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 12.  Phoenix Rising by Karen Hesse 

The list author says:  

  
"Thirteen-year-old Nyle learns about relationships and death when fifteen-year-
old Ezra, who was exposed to radiation leaked from a nearby nuclear plant, 
comes to stay at her grandmother's farmhouse."  
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 13.  Memory Boy by Will Weaver 

The list author says:  

  
"Sixteen-year-old Miles and his family must flee their Minneapolis home and 
begin a new life in the wilderness after cataclysmic volcanic explosions create 
dangerous conditions in their city."  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 14.  Hole in the Sky by Pete Hautman 

The list author says:  

  
"In a future world ravaged by a mutant virus, four teenagers seek to save the 
Grand Canyon from being flooded, while trying to avoid capture by a band of 
renegade Survivors."  

 

 

 
 

 

 15.  River Rats by Caroline Stevermer 

The list author says:  

  
"Years after the holocaust called the Flash has destroyed modern civilization, 
Tomcat and a group of other orphans face danger as they steer an old steamboat 
over the toxic waters of the Mississippi."  

 

 

 

 16.  Journey Outside by Mary Q. Steele 

The list author says:  
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"The Raft People live in darkness and travel a circular journey on a underground 
river. One boy finds his way outside and tries to learn as much as possible so he 
can ultimately lead his people there."  

 

  
 

 

 17.  Feed by M. T. Anderson 

The list author says:  

  
"In a future where most people have computer implants in their heads to control 
their environment, a boy meets an unusual girl who is in serious trouble."  

 

 
 

 

 

 18.  Libyrinth by Pearl North 

The list author says:  

  

"In a distant future where Libyrarians preserve and protect the ancient books 
that are housed in the fortress-like Libyrinth, Haly is imprisoned by Eradicants, 
who believe that the written word is evil, and she must try to mend the rift 
between the two groups before their war for knowledge destroys them all."  

 

 
 

 

 

 19.  The Line by Teri Hall 

The list author says:  

  

"Rachel thinks that she and her mother are safe working for Ms. Moore at her 
estate close to The Line, an invisible border of the Unified States, but when 

Rachel has an opportunity to Cross into the forbidden zone, she is both frightened 
and intrigued."  

 

 
 

 

 

 20.  The Compound by S. A. Bodeen 

The list author says:  

  

"After his parents, two sisters, and he have spent six years in a vast underground 
compound built by his wealthy father to protect them from a nuclear holocaust, 
fifteen-year-old Eli, whose twin brother and grandmother were left behind, 
discovers that his father has perpetrated a monstrous hoax on them all."  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 21.  The Pack by Tom Pow 
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The list author says:  

  
"A band of children must scavenge to survive in a post-apocalyptic future where 
forbidden territories exist and the line between man and beast is blurred."  

 

 

 

 22.  Birthmarked (Birthmarked Trilogy) by Caragh M. O'Brien 

The list author says:  

  
"In a future world baked dry by the sun and divided into those who live inside the 
wall and those who live outside it, sixteen-year-old midwife Gaia Stone is forced 

into a difficult choice when her parents are arrested and taken into the city."  
 

 

 

 23.  Epitaph Road by David Patneaude 

The list author says:  

  

"In 2097, men are a small and controlled minority in a utopian world ruled by 
women, and fourteen-year-old Kellen must fight to save his father from an 
outbreak of the virus that killed ninety-seven percent of the male population 
thirty years earlier."  

 

 

 

 24.  The Clone Codes #1 by Fred McKissack 

The list author says:  

  

"On the run from a bounty hunter who arrested her mother for being part of a 
secret society devoted to freeing clones, thirteen-year-old Leanna learns amazing 
truths about herself and her family as she is forced to consider the value of 
freedom and what it really means to be human in 2170 America."  

 

 

 

 25.  Test by William Sleator 

The list author says:  

  

"In the security-obsessed, elitist United States of the near future, where a 
standardized test determines each person's entire life, a powerful man runs a 
corrupt empire until seventeen-year-old Ann and other students take the lead in 
boycotting the test."  

 

 

 

 26.  The Other Side of the Island by Allegra Goodman 

The list author says:  

  
"Born in the eighteenth year of Enclosure, ten-year-old Honor lives in a highly 
regulated colony with her defiant parents, but when they have an illegal second 
child and are taken away, it is up to Honor and her friend Helix, another 
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'unpredictable,' to uncover a terrible secret about their island and the corporation 
that runs everything."  

 

 

 

 27.  The Owl Keeper by Christine Brodien-Jones 

The list author says:  

  
"Eleven-year-old Max partners with an unusual girl, Rose, who shares his 
appreciation of the silver owls that the High Echelon wants to destroy, and 
together they make a perilous journey seeking to fulfill a prophecy."  

 

 

 

 28.  Vulture's Wake by Kirsty Murray 

The list author says:  

  

"In a future Australia, Callum and Bo, perhaps the only female survivor of a bird 

virus, travel through a lawless, battle-ridden landscape as Callum seeks his 
fathers and Bo tries to find a place to belong."  

 

 

 

 29.  The Forest of Hands and Teeth by Carrie Ryan 

The list author says:  

  

"Through twists and turns of fate, orphaned Mary seeks knowledge of life, love, 
and especially what lies beyond her walled village and the surrounding forest, 
where dwell the Unconsecrated, aggressive flesh-eating people who were once 
dead."  

 

 

 

 30.  The Gardener by S. A. Bodeen 

The list author says:  

  

"When high school sophomore Mason finds a beautiful but catatonic girl in the 
nursing home where his mother works, the discovery leads him to revelations 
about a series of disturbing human experiments that have a connection to his 
own life."  

 

 

 

 31.  Nomansland by Lesley Hauge 

The list author says:  

  
"Living under a strict code of conduct in an all-female community 500 years after 
the earth's destruction, a sensitive teenaged girl raised to be a hunter discovers 
forbidden relics from the Time Before."  
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 32.  Restoring Harmony by Joëlle Anthony 

The list author says:  

  

"Ten years after the Great Collapse of 2031, sixteen-year-old Molly McClure, with 
only her fiddle for company, leaves the safety of her family's island home to 
travel through a dangerous and desolate wasteland on her way to Oregon to find 
her grandparents and persuade them to return with her to Canada."  

 

 

 

 33.  Dark Life: Book 1 by Kat Falls 

The list author says:  

  
"When fifteen-year-old Ty, who has always lived on the ocean floor, joins Topside 
girl Gemma in the frontier's underworld to seek and stop outlaws who threaten 

his home, they learn that the government may pose an even greater threat."  
 

 

 

 34.  Inside Out (Harlequin Teen) by Maria V. Snyder 

The list author says:  

  

"Trella, a scrub whose life consists of cleaning for the socially superior Uppers, 

finds her peaceful life disturbed when she encounters a prophet who promises a 
better life for her people and ends up in the middle of a rebellion."  

 

 

 

 35.  The Maze Runner (Maze Runner Trilogy, Book 1) by James 

Dashner 

The list author says:  

  
"Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and 
realizes he must work with the community in which he finds himself if he is to 
escape."  

 

 

 

 36.  This Time of Darkness by H.M. Hoover 

The list author says:  

  
"Although both know it is forbidden, Amy and Axel hope that by following the 
countless ramps leading upward they can escape from their filthy subterranean 
world."  

 

 

 

 37.  Turnabout by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

The list author says:  

  "Melly and Anny Beth both lived normal lives throughout the 20th century. But 
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when they are old and ready to die, they participate in Project Turnabout and are 
given injections to make them younger."  

 

 

 

 38.  Galax-Arena by Gillian Rubinstein 

The list author says:  

  
"Kidnapped from an Australian train station, Joella, Peter and Liane are taken on 
a rocket to the Galax-Arena, where children stolen from Earth perform death-
defying stunts for the amusement of others."  

 

 

 

 39.  The Cure by Sonia Levitin 

The list author says:  

  

"A sixteen-year-old boy living in 2407 collides with the past when he finds himself 

in Strasbourg in 1348 confronting the anti-Semitism that sweeps through Europe 
during the Black Plague."  
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